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Introduction

The government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) asrentlyachieved several successes in its combat
operations against théberation Tigers of Tamil EelanLTTE). It captured the LTTE

contolled eastern province, established its corttrete and destroyed a number of LTTE

arms shipments. These military offensives against the LTTE have also killed many civilians
in the north and the east. If the LTTerepushed against the wall, one coakpect that

their resistanceould be stiff and suicidal. The LTTE seems to have been staging attacks in
southern Sri Lanka in the form of claymore mines and suicide bominiagsly targeting

civilian populations in their attacks. Both sides seem t@asele as human shields in their
logistical operations to minimise casualties to their rank and files the populaceare
increasinglybeing usednto directly supporting the offensive or defensive military operations
of both the government and the LT.Meverthelesshis situation has so far kept the
expectations of the Sinhala nationalist morale extremely high, though some military observers
are now predicting a prolonged military stalemate rather than an outright victory for either
party. No outright ictory to the Sri Lanka state will gerceived as victory to the LTTE
becausesuch a situation could lead to a similarly high public disillusionment due to
unmanaged nationalist expectations. The cost of the war excluding the costs to theu@bSL
ultimately to all the people in the island is estimated to be about SLR 166 billion (USD 1.5
billion).

Sri Lanka has been in a state of war since 2005, in particliagh antensitywar since

August 2006. The unilateral abrogation of the 2002 ceasefireragne€¢CFA) by the GoSL

in January 2008 vgthe final nail in the coffiof the moribund peace procgsasving the way

for an altout war between theTTE and the Sri Lankan state. One side is fighting the war for
a Tamil homeland and the other for secuangalready fractured unitary state within the
bounds of Sinhala hegemoryachside allege that thér enemyis targeting civilians but the
truth is that civilians in the south and the north of the island are targeted by all the parties to
the current corict. Hundreds of thousands of internally displaced people, majority of them
Tamils, not only languish in temporary shelters,drefalso being continuously forced to
movefrom one location to another mainly dueapid escalation of the wand targeted

killings and brutalities committed agairieem Ethnic cleansing through evictions, forced
evacuations and colonisations have been reactivated showing the contradictions that exist
within theislandObourgeois nationalist forces.

During the period betvan the establishment of the CFARebruary2002 and thé&lovember
2005 Presidentiadlection there were about 200 reported killings in the island whereas
the last two years there were about 7,000 reported killings. &\itgh intensitywar and
without any monitoring of human rights violations one caeddilyimagine what this year
might bring The CFA was signed when the LTHRd achieved parity with the GoSL in
terms of military strengthrhis was obviously disadvantageous to the GaSlit undernried
the government@&ims of sovereignty over the whole islafitie LTTE on the other hand,
had many advantages; its control over a swathe of territory in the north was recognised while
the disarmament of nelaT TE Tamil groups and the access given to ETfolitical cadres to
the government controlled arestsengthenethe LTTEOs chances of gaining control ¢er
Tamil speaking people. It alstisadvantagethe people living in the LTTE controlled areas
due tolack of opportunity to exercise human anehabcratic rights and freedonighe LTTE

! Excluding the costs tthe LTTE and its proxies



went on a killing spreandthe GoSL for its part, was able to create a major split within the

LTTE ranks in 2004 and an international safety net to help the GoSL when the armed conflict
reignited. Both sides alsoamsmed themselves preparation for a future war, the Qo

particular, succeeding in boosting its firepower and air power considerably during the years of
relative peacelhe current government has reaped these benefits by the capture of the Eastern
province from LTTE controin 2007 So, on balance, the CHfashad its advantages and
disadvantages to both the GoSL and the LTTE.

Political settlement and Military victory

The President hasidon numerousccasionghat the government is committed to a
negotiated political settlement. Despite these statementgptlernment and itSinhala
nationalist collaborators do not seem to havesarthintention. The Sri Lankan state has
given its forces a blanket order to march on the enemy territory at angZoostary to
frequent reiteration of its commitment to a political settlenbgrthe GoSL to pacify
international communitythe Sinhala nationalistdaim that this conflict is purely a terrorist
issue. For these elements there is no ethnic conflicttmma&questionAs long as the war is
progressinguccessfully, everything is huridpry and the conflict does not warrant a
negotiated settlemeand needs to be finished by war.

All the parties to the conflict insist that the current phase would Hentdeohase of the war

for achieving their ultimate objectives. According to the LTS year will be the
commencement of their final push to establish Tamil Elam. According to President
Rajapaksethe LTTE is fighting its last battle before the goveemtntakes over the north and
east. According to the military top brass this year will be celebrated in both the south and the
north after the elimination of the LTTE. However, the government security forces seem to
have established August 2008 asshi-imposeddeadline to complete their objective.

Evidently many plans are being laid to achievs tibjective.

The APRC and 13" Amendment

The All Party representatives Committee (APRC) appointed by the Presidermviha
recommended the full implementatiohtbe 13th amendment to the constitutiorpasthe
PresidentOsstructons. Many looked forward to a set of concrete constructive propositions
particularly in light of the 2006 Majority Report of the Panel of Experts. Such a set of
propositions could havbeen pursued towards a constructive dialogue for achieving a
negotiated political solution to the national question. However, all such expectations have
been dashedt is unfortunate that Sri Lanka continues to lack a political leadership even of a
boumgeois democratic calibre. Our bourgeois leaders have shown Oreverse leadershipO in
pulling back from accords or spoiling any initiatives to address the national question by
urging people to look inward and march backwards.

Despite the huge noises madetataunch, the recommendatianghe present proposadse
evenlesseffectivethanthoseincluded in the original Indi&ri Lanka Accord of 1987The

new proposals will give effect to the-deerger otthe northern and eastern provinces without
having a eferendum and theemoval ofpolice powers conferred on the provincial councils

by the 1987 AccordThough these proposals have been presented as the consensus view of all
the partie§ the Lhited NationalParty (UNP) the Tamil National AlliancéTNA), the Janatha

2 The parties who seem to have finally agreed with the APRC proposal were the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), United Nafibnal Party
Democratic (UNPD), Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU), Ceylon Workers Congress (CWC), Sri Lanka Mustigréss (SLMC), All Ceylon

Muslim Congress (ACMC), Mahajana Eksath Peramuna (MEP), National Unity Alliance (NUA), Upcountry PeopleOs Front (UPF),
Communist Party of Sri Lanka (CPSL), Eelam Peoples Democratic Party (EPDP), National Congress, WestesrFReugM®F) and the

Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP). However, at least some members of the JHU, SLMC, CWC, UPF, CP, WPF, LSSP had expressed either
dissatisfaction or dissention to the proposal though all the parties except WPF finally gave into theaddtresident agreeing with the

APRC proposal.



Vimukthi PeramunalVP) and the Western PeoplesO F¢afeF) have not contributed to it.

The UNP has denounced the proposal as a deception. The TNA has dubbed it a farce saying it
means to create confusion and buy tfiorethe government and iddlies Leading members

of theLanka Sama Samaja PartySSP and theCommunist Party of Sri Lank&P) who are

in coalition with the government have dubbed these proposals as a joke and an attempt to
mislead Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim people and the iat&gwnal community. In light of the
highrintensitywar environment and the war euphoria created in peoplesO mintigtityis

unlikely thatthe APRC would be able fwresentany final conclusive and constructive set of
proposalgo address the legitimatssues and bring fairness, justice and equity talbhbe

peoples in the island

The APRCOs decision to OfullyO implement tharb@ndment will not be effective as
evidenced by the historical political and bureaucratic experience in Sri LamkePRCwas

not needed to deliberate on a 13th Amendment as it was already incorporated in the statute
books. Nevertheless, the Accord which brought the 13th Amendment to the Constitution
failed to deliver any meaningful devolution of power becausexbeutivepresidency had

rigid authority and control over the functions of provincial councils and the parliament had
power to legislate on niatrs pertinent to provincial councils and to reverse any of the
devolved powers and its concurrent listsomeoccasiongprovincial councils had to seek

the approval of the highest authordyenon minor funding matters. Sive recommendatics

of the APRC would not be accepteddproad sectionf the Tamil political spectrum.

The new President and the three previousikex presidents had all the authoisince 1987

to fully implement the 13th amendment if they wished to do so even though they did not have
two thirds majority in parliament to amend the constitution. However, they did not @beso.
GoSL called an APR@ith much fanfare, pointing to it as proof of the governmentOs
commitment to a political solution to the national questidmns tends to confirm our previous
assertion that the f3amendment proposal of the APRC may be a window dressing used for
the timebeing to cover up the military agenda of the state. If alsafdden the government

has come to know the importance of devolution of power, then either those people who
drafted Mahinda Chinthanaya at the last presidential election had not studietichal na
questionor the previougproposedolutionsor why those were not successfOlr elsethey

had goneon a deceitful campaigsimply to grabpolitical power. The Tamil peoples® demand
to address their legitimatgievancess six decades old. If thgpovernment initially took to the
path of fully implementing the I3amendment rather than advocating against devolution of
power, Tamil people would have looked at the government at least slightly more favourably.
However, the way the government has apphed the issue has done quite the opposite by
alienating the Tamil people further from the government.

Though the 13th amendment was already incorporated in the Constitution, the state and the
bureaucracy purposely ensured its+oplementation. Historilly this amendment was

viewed as a positive measure adopted by the government in moving forward. Yet, it was
opposed by those who are at the front benches in the current government and its supporters.
Though the UNP is blamed for not implementing thea®li Lanka Accord in full, the

blame squarely lies also with those who are now in powethaidclose alliesThese

proposals did not intend to devolve power to any particular political or military group but to
devolve power terovincial councils eleed bythe people. However, there are disturbing

signs that current attempt at OdevolutionO taifmendover power topolitical groups of the
governmentOs liking rather than to the people.

Furthermore, the #3amendment was not recognised as a politisiation adequate and
sufficient to address the issues raised by the national questie.TTE totally rejected the



Accord and the amendment calling it an instrument of "perpetuation of the domination,
oppression and exploitationO of Tamil peoplee JVPled an armed insurrection opposing

the 13" amendmentesulting in the state, its paramilitary and vigilante forces and the JVP and
its paramilitaries exterminating about 70,000 lives within a period of the two years in 1988
and 1989.

The Role of the JVP

The JVP leads the opposition to human rights monitoring in Sri Lanka. The GoSL and the
JVP seem concerned about the statements the UN and other agencies had made to the effect
that human rights violators could Oentail individual criminal responsibilitydeamarged in
international criminal courtSomestaff working for humanitarian agencies have been
assassinated tiave just @sappeazdO. Others have babreatened and intimidated. Their
premises and means of transport have been attacked. Anycsiigigm of the fundamental

rights violations carried out by the stated its proxiesre interpreted and-ieterpreted as

attempts to discourage military operations against the LTTE, or as an agenda to topple a
Oprogressive® governmsadly this isnot something new, fdiuman rights violations of this
calibre have been taking place in Sri Lanka sthed 970s.

In the seventies and the eighties the JVP itself was at the receivingteedtate repression.
Those who spoke up to protect the hunights of the JVP and its cadres during those years
have now become the targets of the JMRthat time it was these samersecuted

humanitarian organisations that expressed their concern on violations of human rights of the
JVPand its cadreby the SriLankan state. Many appeals by concerned parties to stop
violence by the parties to the conflict and commence negotiations went unheeded. This
repressiorhad chilling parallek to what is taking place now. Though the JVP speaks loudly at
their annual Apriend November commemorations of the sacrifices made byctharades,

they have never taken up the issue of human rights violations committed by theastete ag
these comrades, even when they were holding powerful cabinet posts in the goverhiment.
is shameful behaviour by political forcethat wasbuilt with the blood, sweat and tears of
those who demanded justice, fairness and equity for the working people of all nationalities

The JVP hasiow become a major instrumentlielping tomaintain the stas quo of the
bourgeois ruling elite and in defending the bourgeois state against all its hicpartyhas
become a chauvinist organisation supporting the autocratic rule of the bourgaeotseh8
ninetiesit haspolitically lined up with thos@ery same individuals who lg¢tie paramilitaries

of the stattagainst the JVP. Comrade Rohana Wijewsarspite ofhis opportunistic
deficiences must be turning in disgust in his grawbere his corpse wasid to beburied by
the state aftelne wasadlegedly tortued shd and burbalive. Now the JVP leaders are talking
abouttheir eternalpreparedness tefendthose very sameuman rights violator®ovetheir
dead bodied. They aneow allegedly prepared to sacrifice thesink and fileto prevent
peoplefrom accesmg thedemocratic right to determine their political destiny. How else can
one politically explain their talks abos¢nding 50,000 of their comrades to the war theatres
What an extraordinary turnaround!

On one hand the JVP is a criti€the secalled war against terrorism led by the United States
and its coalition of the OwillingO. It is no secret that many corrupt practices were adopted to
get the UN and its Security Council to adopt resolutions in favotlmeddS military

strategies of world domination. With their threats to suspend their assispautagesnd

with their payment of colossal amounts of assistance to those who support them, the US and

3 Some of these groups were forced to become involved in paramilitary activity due to the assassinations and other violence carried out by
the JVP itself.



its allies has bought and continue to buy over the votes of many developingesoainthe
UN. When one compares the scale of the buying of votes that took place when the USA
forced uporthe UN Security Council the decision of the fiberalist ruling eliteto launch
military offensives against Iraghe buying over of MPs in Sri L&a is a trivial affairin the
middle-east, in particulain Iraq, thenealiberal coalition led by th&S carried out aerial
bombings in Oshock and aweO operations using bunker busters, incendiary bombs and
claymore mines, tis expellingvhole communitiesut of their habitationgnd thersent in
heavily armed ground troops and special forces to occupyldhneirThey alsamposed a

new constitution drafted by the US lobby and tareimatureelections threateninte Iraqi
people at gun pointhus forchg a populace already devastated by their military actmns
elect a prenealiberal government that woultand ovedragi petroleum resourcés their
necliberal masters. The U§overnment iguite open and frank about thisey have
repeatedly statetthat if it is necessary they will use military force to carry out regime change
to protect their economic and strategic interests

The APRCproposals haveecommendethe holding of provincial council elections in the

East where there is not even a senmala of peace and the people are at the gunpoint of
militias and paramilitariesThey intend to do the same in the North witbestablishment of

an interim provincial councilThis will be donawithout the participation of the main Tamil
protagonists oftte conflict, the TNA and the LTTE. The humanitarian situation in the eastern
province is appalling. The GoSilaims itis going to Ofully implementO the 13th amendment
to restore OnormalcyO inEast and to help monitor and respond to basic human igghtss

at the provincial level. According to the government Othe restoration of civil administration,
rehabilitation and developmentO requires a political authority mandated by the Constitution.
Accordingly on the 19 of March, provincial council electiewill be held in the east for the
first time in 14 years while tens of thousands of people remain displaced in temporary
shelterslt seemsSri Lanka,in proposing thdull implementation of the 13th amendmeist,
following the military and political sttagies adopted by the ndiberalists in Iraq The
consequences of such an erroneous poliafréady evident by the carnage taking place in
Iraq.

Sri Lanka has many experiences where people have been deprived of their right to vote
throughvariousmeansNotable recent examples alet1982 referendum to extend the life of

the parliament, the 1982 district development council elections in Jaffna and the 2005
presidential election in the north and east. Despite the claim that the government has restored
normalcy in the east, there have been many reports that indicate otherwise. The reality is that
the eastern province is not yet ready to hold any kind of democratic election. With people
held to ransom by paramilitarigds doubtful thathe people in therovince would be able to

have any say in this election. The political paritegovernment have signed up an electoral
alliance with the TMVPThe TMVPhasallegedlybeenbehind many human rights violations

in the east. The UNBnd the TNAhave refused ¢ take part in the ettion. So it is not

surprising that violence has reared its ugly headediately after the acceptance of
nominationslf the people in the eabfave to cast their votes at gunpoinis highly doubtful
whether such an election walilead to normalcy at all. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that

this exercise will buy the much needed tifoeGOSLto conduct & military agenda before

going silent on the implementation of the amendfhent

The Tamil political entities and India

* This is based on hitherto unfortunate experiengergging upon many agreements and accords once launched with much fanfare



It appeas that thenew proposition to fully implement the 13th amendmssufficiently
attractive to make the Indian political leadership and the Indian government openly fall in line
with the current military push of the Sri Lankan government. The Presidesipeessed the
governmentOs preference for India to play a role in the resolution of the current ddmeflict.
Indian leadership has welcomed teeommendtion by the President for implementation of
thewatered dowrli3th amendment as a first stegvardsa final settlement of theational
question This allows tke Indian political elite to tell its population and the expatriate Tamil
community that as the GoSL has now proposed someshinitar to thel987India-Sri Lanka
Accord as a solution to the natal questionlf necessaryindia maytake part in this war on
the side of the governmewith determinationeven to the extent of taking part in another
intervention if the need arises

The relations between the two governments have been described besdeverO by the
GOSLsourcesThis is not surprising, givetie close working relationships established by
thear respectivesecurity forces, the most recent being the laying of minefields between
Kachchatheevu and Neduntheevu in the Palk straits &fittst time in this conflictThe
Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF}he PeopleOs Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam
(PLOTE) andheEelam Peoples Liberation FronPadmanabha Faction (EPRE} have
expressed their wholeearted support for the plementation of the watered down 13th
Amendment as a first steép solving the armed conflict.nEir views on the merger of the
North and the Eastnda solution based on the federal concept have not chardgeeyver,
the TULF leader has compared the 1&thendment to a treatment fimulcer whereas the
national question has now becomeancer and needs treatment accordingly.

The only way to politically challenge the LTTE is for the GoSL to come up with a reasonable
power sharing solution that will meditet aspirations ahe Tamilpeoplein terms of fairness,
justice and equity and at the same time will not adversely affeasfhimtionf the Sinha

and Muslimpeople If such a solution can be developed and genuinely implemented with the
consensusf the majority of the population then the social, economic and cultural
environment for the current armed conflict will ceasehe processegating the objective
conditions required for the nationalist militant political forces to exist. Unfortunateliy u

now, successive governments in Sri Lanka have failed to present such a solution. Even the
minute concessions made in terms of District Development Councils and Provincial Councils
were not genuinely implemented. The cause for this politiedhiselies with the political

culture and constitutional and legislative make up of the state of Sri Lanka.

Political Culture and Constitutional Change

It is extremely important to note that for the previous scenario to become a reality, the current
hegemonic nate and corrupt culture of the political leadership of the country and its
bureaucracy need to changeisliew political culture needs to accept the diversity of the
people and communities in the island atgbtheir right to enjoy fairness, justice angudy.

One of the mjr obstacles for such a development is the current executive presidential
system established under the 1978 unitary constitution, which is not accountable to anybody
and not transparent to thepgulace For the OallegedlyO high lewélbribery and corruption

at all levels of governance is a result of the situation where no government can achieve a two
thirds majority through general elections or by consensus, which israquisite to change

the leadership culture of the country arsdconstitution. Alsgovernment sources have stated
that the GoSL had to rely on implementing the 13th amendment because it lackkilds/o
majority in the parliament to amend the constitution. However, this had been the situation
since the end of th£980s.



It is less than truthful to state that the government was not aware of these circumstances when
it appointed the APRC to develop consensus solutmtise current conflictAs was the

practice since the 1980s, the presidency or the governmemtmaude ay attempt to keep

the opposition on its side at least on this specific issue. It is clear that the sudden reliance on
the 13th amendment was not due to any other reathen tharto avert the increasing
international criticism of the government@sch of its all out waagainst the LTTE and its
desireto hand over the Eastern Provincial Councitsgreferred paramilitary group with

whom it had formed an electoral alliance and to hand over the Northern interim council to
another similar grouplhis is the only viable explanation one @ame up withn trying to
understand the sudden decision of the APRC to consider the 13th amendment after 063
sittings over a period of 1! yearsO.

Some of thepolitical forces who advocated and dragged pledgas previous presidential
candidates to abolish the executive presidential systemiroaneally now becomenere
appendages of the state fighting to safeguard the executive presidential systalinthéth
might they can mustemhe alleged high levels bfibery and corruption at all leveds$ the
bureaucracy and their political masters result of the situation where no government c
achieve a two thirds majority through general elections or by consensus, which-is a pre
requisite to change the leadkip culture of the country and its constitution.

International Balance of Forces

The international balance of forces has shifted over the past two tears. The government has
opportunistically shifted its collaboration more towards India, Pakistan, GhanaRussia,

the CzechRepublic and the United States. This is not the first time such an alignment has
come into being. In 1971, the then coalition government of the SLFP, the LSSP and the CP
were able to convince the western governments and China¢hdP was a KGB initiated
Communist force trying to topple the capitalist system in Sri Lanka while simultaneously
convincing the socialist governments that the JVP was a CIA assisted force trying to topple
the socialist government in Sri Larikaternatonally similar situations have taken place
elsewhere exposing the opportunist nature of many ruling elites whether they are beurgeois
democratic or socialist.

At the moment, the Sri Lankan security forces are working in close collaboration with the
securiy forces of many countries including thosdmatia, Pakistan, AmericandRussiaAs
mentioned earlieindo-Lanka relations have never been so close as India has covertly
become increasingly involved in the war against the LTTE. It is in this politicesacial

context this paper will explore some of the possible scenarios that may affect the future of the
country and its people, the scenarios being a future without the LTTE in the political mix, a
future with the LTTE strengthened even more and aduitith the ballooning economic

crisis engulfing the island.

A Future without the LTTE

The LTTE is a creation of the unique social and political forces that erupted out ef post
colonial Sri Lankasince1948 in particularthe way the bourgeois parties ahé old left

exploited the national question to hide the economic and social inequity among thé. people
The machinations used involved targeted discrimination of Tamils in terms of language,
social status, jobs, economics and dignity. Instead of cotis&lycengaging with the

bourgeois leadership of Tamils, the state either ignored or violently supptiesseat

aroused violent attacks on Tamil people and their property. In the 1980s the LTTE came into
being out of this hot house, particularly stremgtid after the July 1983 riots. The Sri Lankan

® Bopage L 1977, A Marxist Analysis of the National Question, Niyamuwa Publications, JVP, Colombo



ruling elite representing mainly Sinhala nationalistic forces used violence to suppress the
Tamil nationalistic demands for fairness, justice and edaittheir people leading to the
current armed conflict ich was then, as elsewhexeross the gloheitilised by overseas
necliberal and other external forces to thstirategic, political and economaclvantage.

Nonetheless, the sources of this conflict cannot be attributed to these external forces. To do so
is to deceive the people and prevent them from understanding the sociafaealgythemn

Sri Lanka.For ance these externphrtiesget involved the status of the conflict becomes

much more complex. The development, intensification and solutiarctocenflicts depend

mainly on the internal social dynamics of the country and the extent of influence those

external forces are capable of exerting. Sri Lanka is not immune to these social dynamics as
the world moves into a closely knit glmlbmarketecoromy where national sovereignty

becomes increasingly narrow and countries and people become more and more mutually
dependent.

Before the LTTE emerged, many Tamil political movements had been in exishareazly

as1931, the Jaffna Youth Congress demandiaaiinion statugor Ceylon from the& colonial
mastersWhen the early post war governments squashed the aspirations of the Tamil people, a
diverse group of Tamil parties peacefully demanded parity of status. Successive governments
refused these demandsdaused violence to repress them and their peaceful pratedtseir
demandsvere either ignored or suppressed these dengradsially moved from a demand

for equity to a demand for federalism and then to a demand for separation. As the struggle of
the Tamil people became intensified, external bourgeois andilmeal forces saw an

opportunity to use this struggle to their advantage/afibusstages of the Tamil struggle for
justice, fairness and equality, external bourgeois forces influenced theoamqiatocio

economic and political balance of forces in the Indianrcartiinent.

The spectrum of political views held by the Tamil people and their leadership mainly
comprises thelemand for aeparatetate ofTamil Eelam as advocated by the LTTE anel th
Tamil National Alliance and supported by a majority of the Tamil community and federalism
as advocated by former militant groups and other Tparties Tamil groups that demand
devolution of power within a unitary state are peripheral in their infli@nthin the Tamil
community.While othernon-LTTE groups are with the government or supporting the
government because of their disagreements with the LTTE or thelrTar positions, or
because of their difficulty to politically or economically survivighout the support of the Sri
Lankan statel_astly there are small political groups which are critical of both the government
and the LTTE and theyso formpart of the Tamil political equation.

On the assumption that the LTTE leadership and/or the Lgolker baseanbe eliminated

from the Tamil political equation, many Sinhala nationalist elemeliitsas evident now,
aggressively pursue a political line not to grant any new rights to the Tamil speaking people
or forcefully pursuea solution which thgthink would fit the Tamil speaking peopléthout

taking in the views of the Tamil people into consideratidao their argument thahe

demand for a just and equitable solution to the national question will be met after the
elimination of the LTTHs politically spuriousFor such a situation wilbnly create an
opportunity either for the other Tamil groups or a new Tamil group to assume the leadership
of Tamil people in their struggle to achieve their legitimate rights to live in dignity as equals
with the major communitin the island. Thigallacious policyof the Sinhala nationalistsill
thereforetake the country back to square one.

The neecolonial ruling elitewho have been ipowersince 1948,have opportunistically
encouraged and actively qagted thoseolitical forceswhich wereand areagainst
recognising Tamils as equal citizefis policy involvedhot recognimg their rights and not



allowing them to livein dignity. This elite and their supporters refusedegalve power in
areas whre the Tamil speaking people were predominant. Those who comprispobppdd

up this elite are the main parties responsible for the current sit4Tiois. was and will
continue to be a self defeating strategy for it did not and will not deal witbghienate
demands of the Tamil, Muslim and Malaiyaha pebpléis is also the main reason why the
elimination of the LTTE leadership or defeating the LTTE (and the Tamils) by war will not
bring an end to the national questamd continue to perpetuateetagony and the misery of
ordinary Sri Lankans

A Future with the LTTE strengthened

Every group has its own political or social agenda. The LTTE has pursued the cause of
achieving Tamil rights through the establishment of a separate state of Tamilfefamsuit

of this goal the LTTE have physically eliminated many of those who differed with their
ideology.lt is politically aptto condemn the terror acts carried out against the Sinhala, Tamil
and Muslim civilians by the many parties to the conflictudahg the LTTE and the security
forces and their paramilitarieslowever, condemninglone will not help in stopping such
actsbeing perpetuate@or when there are no independent mechanisms and arrangements in
place to monitor such human rights violatigingecomes extremely easy for all parties to the
conflict to manipulate, distort and falsify such incidents.

During the last presidential election campaign and afterwards the president and his supporters
denied that Sri Lanka has a national question. fEmdency came to a peak during tbeent

budget debate with ultra Sinhala nationalist groups trying to make the government succumb to
four demands: the annulment of the CFA, abolition of the APRC, stopping the United
NationsO interference in the interafirsof the countryand defendinghe sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the country. Having abrogated the CFA, the government is now under
pressure not to discuss the most basic decentralisation proposals, not to amend the
constitution even byraiota to dissolve the APRC, to have no third party involvement in any
future negotiations with Tamil representatives and to remove the current third party facilitator
Norway. The forces that push these demands have become deaf and blind to the socio
ecoromic suffering of working peoplas witnessed bthe curtailment and abolition of their
fundamental human and democratic rights. Whabharewe to make of theidemands to

provide socieeconomic facilities such as health and education to the people/iy ne

established parmilitary controlled aream the eastwhen the government cannot make such
facilities available even to the people in the south where there is no armed cailiéiast for

now!

What would be the outcome if the government has-estimated its capacities (based on the
rhetoric of the JVP who la disatrously overestimated their military capabilitiegveral

times before) in light of its recent military achievements in the’Ba#te LTTE bounces

back with a guerrillwampaignisland wide, or if the majority of the Tamil people remained
committed to a minimum demand of a federal solution? Such a scenario is not unrealistic. For
example, in 1995, the then government took control of Jaffna from the LTTE who had made it
its administative capital. Afterwards the war escalated with the fathefgovernmentOs

major military camps, the loss of millions of dollars worth military equipment to the LTTE

and thedeathof thousands of security personnel. Timditary disastewas the genesiof the

now abolished CFA.

° By political devolution | mean that the Tamils aaind their own local affairs ithout harming the interests and rights of the Sinhalese and
other citizens resident in the island.

’ Plantation workers in the island who originate from the Indian Tamil workers brought to work in the plantations by the British colonial
rulers.



In such a scenario, the GoSL will have less bargaining power while the LTTE will be
bargaining from a position of strength. The current tendency of increasing support to the
LTTE among the Tamil people will come takmax with the noALTTE political forces and
the pregovernment groups becoming feeble and marginalised. With the international
sympathy towards the Tamil struggle growing, the international isolation of the GoSL will
become stronger. There will be stronger caltsrfiediation by the international community.
In light of further devastation caused to the Tamil speaking people socially, culturally and
economically, the demand and tendency for separation will be further strengthened
accompanied by the weakening voicésoderates.

Economic Crisis

The Implementation of neliberal policies since 1977 in Sri Lanka has aggravated major
problems such as poverty, unemployment, hunger, suicide and disease. The gap between the
rich and the poor has increased further. The stdatelrew from its welfare obligations

leading to the lack of medical facilities, lack of appropriate educational and training facilities,
increased illiteracy levels, exploitation of children through child labour, prostitution,
consumption of drugs andcahol, money laundering, the lack of drinking water, the scarcity

of housing, shortage of power and communications facilities and the intensification of the
national question. Liberalisation policies also have negatively affected the aspirations of the
pele for sustainable development. These policies have caused merciless destruction of the
environment, nature and the social fabric through war, deforestation, soil and sea erosion,
pollution of water and the atmosphere; extinction of local flora and fachading traditional

plants and medicinal herbs and plagues such as malaria, dengue and chikungunya fever and
sexually transmitted diseases.

Neo-liberalist capitalism has created an unsustainable and substantially imaginary OwealthQ
through speculation.yBmanipulating currency exchange rates an open economy has made it
impossible for local business to compete with MNEs. Sri Lanka's currency is been annually
devalued with the explanation that local new export industries need support through the
realignmenbf the currency exchange rate. The U.S. dollar, which had an exchange rate of
SLR 3.50 in 1950, now has an exchange rate close to SLR 110.00. Business in Sri Lanka
began to sputter and slip and needed more loans. Obviously paying interest on loans needs
more borrowing.The Central Bank printed currency to a value of SLR 24.8 billion in 2006

and another SLR 15.9 in the first quarter of 2007 to finance the budget deficit. SLR 373
billion is allocated for debt repayments in 2008. With the borrowing of USDBllion from

the international financial markets at high interest rates will increase the debt burden further.
The total budget deficit is projected to be SLR 293 billion but some analysts have assessed
that the total borrowings would be high as SLR 8#libh. According to the Central Bank,
foreign debt increased by SLR 174.4 billion in 2006 mainly due to the continued depreciation
of the rupee against the US dollar. In 1950 Sri LankaOs total debt burden was SLR 529
million, a per capita debt of SLR 7@urrently, the total debt is SLR 2,771 billion, a per

capita debt of SLR 120,000.

In an environment of war it will be easier for the economy to be mismanaged and for rampant
corruption to permeate to all levels of society, thus paralysing the everydagriimg of the
government and its provision of servic&his situation will further contribute to increased
human rights violations with the government and its nationalists allies labelling anyone
opposing their poli@s as unpatriotic traitors to hideethmismanagement of the country and

the economyPrior tosigning ofthe CFA certain areas of the island were controlled by the
LTTE. The CFA demarcated and designated the territatytheLTTE controlled. Even after

its abrogation the LTTE still cordls certain areas. Without speculating on the outcome of the



current phase of the conflict and relying on the current status of the balance of forces between
the Sinhala and Tamil sides, the LTTE has been in a weaker bargaining position for
sometime. Nowticontrols less territory but still maintains its qusisitelet withts armed

forces, judicial system and administrative setup.

The current governmentOs economic agenda to continue with the internationalisation of
capitalist production is driven by a néberal economic programme accompanied by handing
over land and other resources captured from the LTTE to the control of the international
capital so that the international safety net established during the CFA against the LTTE could
be raised up to anathlevel. Without establishing state ownership of the CFA designated
LTTE territory, big international businesses would not be interested in making any large scale
foreign direct investments in these newly captured areas. On the other hand, the state
invitation to Indian big business to invest in these areas vavid been the circumstance

that led to thebrogaibn of the CFA. The economic reasfior the abrogation of the CFA

may lie in this scenario.

The war has been funded at the expense of the Istarglards of the ordinary Sri LankaAs.
majority of the people in the south and in the Diaspora has been mesmerised by the
psychological war propaganda athé resultantvar euphoria to the extent of supporting
rampant militarism. This will continu be so until they are hit by a whirlwind ah

economic crisis that the armed confliculd generate in futuredn all out warwill be
accompanied by huge military expenditure, which will be financed by further borrowings
leading to extraordindy largedelts and instability in the economy accompanied by high
inflationary pressures. If the war were to be won by the GoSL or if the LTTE were to become
more powerful, both these scenarios will put enormous pressure on theloeial elite to

meet the economiexpectations of the ordinary people in Sri Lankae Tlkntral Bank reports
indicate an economic growth rate of more than seven percent of the GDP, mainly due to the
growth in the services sector

The current economic growth was accompanied B percentislandwide inflation ratethe
highest trade deficit in the countryOs history, an exponential increase in the balance of
payments and the depreciation of the curreBoyit is not surprising thatrdinary people
continue to sufférdue to the soaring airicesandhugegovernment debt fuelled partly by
increased defence spendififpe majority of the population survives on two US dollar a day
per person in a country where the daily military expenditure is about USD 4 thifbout a
quarter of the popation live below the poverty lin&ri Lanka has the highest income
inequality in South Asia confirming that economic development is skewed resulting in the
rich getting richer, and the poor poorer. The burden of the war is unfairly borne by the poor be
they be peasants or working pedfl@he unemployment rate is about 6.5 percent according
to government sources but youth unemployment has risen to 19 percent. The Sri Lanka
Consumer Price Index (SLORhcreased by 26.2 per cent yeampared to last year.

The GoSL spends SLR eight billion per year for about two million Sanfdmaitipient
families, who are the poorest families in the islarffte Central Bank reported that the paddy

8 The SriLanka Consumer Price Index (SLCPI) rose to 281.8 points in November 2007, up from 223.3 a year earlier. This works out to a
26.2 per cent yeaon-year increase.

° Estimated defence expenditure for 2008 is SLR 167 billion, an increase of about 20 pensehefprevious year. It is currently about 16
percent of the total government expenditure in 2008

© About USD 2.8 million of foreign exchange remittances made in 2007 by more than a 1.5 million Sri Lankans were used to balance the
trade deficit. @er haf of them were from workers who toil abroad, 90 per cent of them in the Middle East

" samurdhi Programme is aimed at poverty reduction by ensuring participation of the poor in the production process. Implicit in the strategy
is the enhancement of the héadind nutritional status of the poor.



harvest reached a record high in 2006 with a 2.9 percent increase ovgurth®f the

preceding year. However, due to the diminished paddy harvest this year 75,000 tons of rice
are to be imported. The price of rice has reached SLR 100 per kg but many farmers could not
sell their produce at the guaranteed price. As a resutiefareither sold their crop to private
traders at lower prices or could not sell their crop affak price of paddy should have been
about SLR 50 per kilo but a farmer receives only about SLR 16 per kilo. The price of paddy
vividly illustrates the shanfiel neglect of the peasant community in Sri Lanka. They

constitute about 70 percent of the population. Nearly 80 per cent of the peasants are recipients
of the Poverty Alleviation Program. Since the introduction of the free market reforms in the
70s, our major foreign exchange earnings have been from the garment industry, making
valueadded products and the labour market in the Middle East for housemaids.

On the positive side, globalisation through its open economy and free trade has increased the
participaion of women in the labour force but relegated them tepgawl employment rather

than improving their socteconomic status. In general, many rural women have faced sexual
harassment and violence while working in free trade zones or after leaving te-dakiern
countries as housemaids. In the last year the number of women sent to work in the Middle
East is said to be reduced in percentage terms, though foreign employment has grown by 14
percent, mainly in the provision of domestic serviddge remittaces are in reality a

reflection of the poverty of the people rather than their prosperity. The hard earned foreign
currency is wasted in a war that will not be economically sustainable in the long run given the
level of the crisisAlso the labour markeh the Middle East may shrink given the turbulent
situation in the MiddleEast.The garment factories could be closed down at any time for
international capital reserves the right to move to any country which provides opportunities
for maximising its profis. This situation blackmails the government to continue to depress
labour pay rates and provide better infrastructure facilities at the expense of the people and
better return of investment guaranteBsough exports are a large component of the
governmetOs economic program, it declined from 10.2 percent in 2005 to 8.4 percent in 2006
while imports increased by 15.7 percent. These trends can intensify with the intensification of
the war.

Since the seventies militarism has grown out of proportions aratried conflict has created
an economy of its own in Sri Lanka. To most of the rural male population, both in the south
and in the north, thenly readily available means of employmésnto enrot? in the armed

forces orthe paramilitaries. Being alive and the forces will bring revenue to the family in
terms of salary and other perks death or missing in action the family wik financially
compensatethoughloss of a loved one to a famitannot beneasured just in monetary
terms.The expansion ohe economy is mainly due to the expansion irdéfence related
services. The militarisation of the econohms had not only an incalculable effect on the
national psyche but also on the health of remaining little democracy in the cduin&y.
increasngly caused the political and military elite immune to any form of accountabihity.
economic situation of Tamil and Muslim communities has been compounded furthermore by
thefact that the conflict is being fought in their backyard.

Sinhala nationalistrgups believe that their heritage in the northern and eastern provinces
needs to be reclaimed. This objective had been the basis of colonisation schemes carried out
by successive governments and Sinhala nationalist groups. Even now, in the northern and
easern provinces allegations have been raised on attempts to grab laneriginmeering the

2 A decision to join the forces may not be based solely on economic grounds but also due to forced recruitment, brain washing, emotional
attachment to antagonistic nationalist causes, or sheer feelings of revenggemawhat the conflict has inflicted on oneOs family and
friends.



ethnic composition of those provincd@$e lack of a secure soceconomic environment has
made it difficult for people in #se provinces to earn a decent liviigmil and Muslim

people have been prevented from carrying out their normal day to day professions to
financially sustain their families as a result of fishing been banned or tightly controlled and/or
land is fordébly seizedto establish high security zonesilitary camps, new placed worship

or multi-national business operations. Many Tamil, Muslim and Sinhala people have been
displaced from the lands they had settled in for generations due to campaigns of aerial
bombardment, suicide attacks, ethnic okag, forced deportations and resettlements.

Contrary to the economfacts,certainnationalistelements havstatal that if the government
conducted the war properly, they can make people prepared to withstand starvation and
economicvicissitudes Thisis nothing more thaohauvinistwishful thinking because the

economic and social fissures have been cloaked by an ideology of Sinhala nationalism and the
false need to pull oneOs belt in to win the war. However, if the state were to win the war this
will raise the expectations of the people for a fairer economic deal. If the state were seen to
loose the war it will make their anger and disillusionment even greater. Either way it will

force the Sri Lankan state to pay more attention to the needs and eapeaifithe ordinary

people.

The war versus meaningful power sharing

The GoSL and the LTTE due to lack of a social, economic and political vision have primarily
focused on achieving their political goals through war. The many political opportunities and
challenges posed during the last six decades since 1948 were not utilised to develop strategies
to achieve a tolerant and respectful society where national diversity could have peacefully
coexisted within a unitedountry In a traditional sense, one canwgdhat war is the highest
form of political negotiation. This may hold true where the rule has become autocratic and
dictatorial,but needs not hold true where political negotiation through dialogue and discourse
is possibleSuccessive governmentsiveattempted to impose monocultusadcialand

unitary constitutional models of governance on a multicultural society using its Sinhala
majoritarian legislative power, military force and violemeean attempt to change the
multicultural nature of the societin turnthe LTTEalsoattempted to imposa sole
representative and unitary political model on the entire Tamil populétiongh violerce

All parties to the conflict are expanding their armed forces with new recruitment and
weaponry. Sinhalese are joig the security forces in the belief that the government is wining
the war against the LTTE. Tamils are joining the LTTE ranks due to the injustices and
atrocities committed by the state and its paramilitary groups. All parties to the conflict resort
to killings and human rights violations and blame the other for the escalation. As happened
during the 19889 period, nobody would know who is doing what to whom. As happens in
any warparties to the conflidblame each other for assassinations and exploslarsich
situations, goss human rights violations will becort® norm The High Security Zones will
expand, house to house searches and arrests will continue. Nttegrigupswho oppo®

war and advocatpeacdn the form of a negotiated settlemantl the groups provie relief to

the needyand conduct advocamn behalf othem, but also the Supreme Court judges of the
country and the international community including the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights and the United Nations SpieRi@pporteur on Torture and Human Rights
Abuses ar@ot immune fronbeng branded as being pifbamil, preLTTE or even LTTE
agentsTheseattacks on thesgroups andigencies are nothing but attempts to disciaautit
damagdghem,and thus prevent any intetional scrutiny of human and democratic rights
violations thathavebecone predominant in the island.



The soecalled progressive and nationalist political elements in Sri Lanka while shouting wild
antiUS slogans, military strategies and tactics can ee severtly following the same
strategies and tactics in handling political issues of its own people. The government stated
that statements of the UN on human rights violations in Sri Lanka were Ountimely,
inappropriate and unacceptable® while pledgidg ®verything possible to protect civilians
and take action to prevent any human rights violations by its forces. However, its nationalist
protectors are doing the talking on the governmentOs behalf by discrediting international
agencies and expelling thefnom Sri Lanka. Yet human rights situation in the areas affected
by the conflict is deteriorating at an alarming rate. Bashing the international community will
not help in restoring the normalcy in those areas. The nationalist forces led by the JVP, which
fought to transform the existing status quo, is now fighting to keep the status quo through a
rapid military victory. All parties to the conflict are resorting to the rhetoric of patriots and
traitors in order to strengthen their assimilative and integrabsitions and jeopardise the
voices of the moderates.

We cannot denthat the westernations involved in the scrutiny of the conduct of the war are
also blamed regardimdemocratic and human rights isstiés their own backyardsAlso we
need to bean mind that most of the current conflicgtsthe developing countriege a result

of the colonial divide and rule policipespiteall the faults of thee formercolonial and now
necliberal regimes we cannot put the whole blame on tbheotherhuman rignts advocates

and their agencie$Ve need tdoe cognisant othe fact they have played a significant role in
bringingsome civilwars to an end. Theyaveprovided relief to the people suffering from
natural and mamade disasters. These human rights agehave not provided arms to the
protagonists in the conflict. What they have done is to bear witness to the atrocities committed
by the parties to the conflict and to provide succour and relief to the civilian population
caught up in it.

As mentioned edéier the APRCafter a long and delayezbnsultative process, the APRC has
produced nothing concrete and positive so far. THeat3endment proposed by the APRC
has generated more divisions and confusions and destroyed the confidence and credibility
placedon it by manyThis procesgould have been used to generate a dialogue among the
Sinhala peopleegarding the measures that need to be taken fdraimél and Muslim people

to remain united with th@. However, he process seems to have come to a deadespite
thetalk of further proceedings tevelopa final outcomeTo maintain hegemony of one

group, national debate on the national question hassalféed atany cost as evident from

the silencing of many institutions, media, intellectuals antigallleaders who were able to
expand the debat&he state has committed itself to a military solution to a political problem.
Yet, what the country needs to develop is #eigy debate on the national question at all levels
of the society without leaviit alone tothe state and its bureaucracy. If majoritytrod
populacewere consciously and intellectually convinced that genuine devolution of power will
be the only way to keep the people and the country unitethatglich devolution will not
harmfuly affect then, then thg will exert pressure on theolitical eliteto act upon such
propositions despite thearmfulinfluenceof thenationalist groups.

The GoSL has proposed a solution based along the lines of theShdlianka Accord of

1987. The LTE proposed its Intén Self Governing Authority (ISGA) proposaland the
previous All Tamil representatives had consensus on the statement of Thimpu Principles as
the basis for any reasonable solution. When the LTTE presentetS@&iproposals the

3 For example, treatment of aborigines, Muslims and refugees

 The ISGA proposal of the LTTE was and is seen by the Sinhala side as nothing short of a demand to establish Eelaimanchlacke
support.



government walked out of negotiations. Now the government, the LTTE and the other
stakeholders to the national question such as Muslim people and Malaiyahagpe @ik to
commenceavorking towards a negotiated solutitimrough dialogudased orthe propostions

of all theparties to the conflictThis is the only OroadmapO to peaisealpoliticalimperative

for unless a political model is found that meets the legitimate aspirations of all the people in
the island, the future will continue to be bleHkhe political elite do not do sthe

ballooning economic crisis could also overtake the national question and force the people to
seek solutions on their own.

The government strongly believes it can deliver a major military victory. This is a high risk
strategy. If this strategy fatiband it is very likely that it will the government will be in a
devastating crisifor it will not be able to rule the way it used tq dodthe peoplewill not

be willing to be autocratically ruled the way it usedbéoWith the economy collapsinge
people could be marching on the streets. Given the deteriorating economic climate the
government may have only until the end of its-gelbosed deadline of a year when the
sociceconomic and political dynamics will stathanging in the most unfavourable manner
to the current system of governance.

In this uncertain political atmosphere, it is not surprising that conspiracy theories abound. A
plausible scenario gaining prominence is that Sri Lanka might follow the Buonese
Pakistani model i.e. with a military government and an Executive President in power. This
tendency is evident in the fact that the current political processes are subordinated to the
military demands and operations whereas previously the politicassalrove the military
operations. Another plausible scenario is if the government wins the war it will go for a
general election and consolidate their hold on powerat@Vvirway we look atit, asevere
economic crisis may pave the way to the most horaifid devastating situation in the island
socially, economically, politically and morally. The costs for the GoSL could become
unbearable, for on one hand it will face a restive populace in the South, an accelerating
economic crisis and a resurgent LTTEnim mood to negotiate on the other.

Autonomy as a solution

All parties to the conflict have used terror as a tactic of achieving their objectives rather than
attempting to achieve a breakthrough by genuine and sincere implementation of a political
solutionto the issues behind the confliéls mentioned earlierjght throughits history the

Sri Lankan state has refused to constitutionally recognise or accommodate the national
diversity that constitutes Sri Lankan polifthe LTTEIin turn similady refuse b recognsethe
diversityin the Tamil and Muslim polity in the northern and eastern provinces. While the
state adopts the concept of sovereignty as a pretext to destroy the aspirations of all people it
represents, the LTTE adossimilar tactido achiere its monopoly over the Tamil

population.

Many Sinhalese, mainly Buddhists believe that if Hindus, Muslims and Christians are
provided with equitable opportunities, thereywould lose their access to poweSinhala
nationalists who represent this vigpnopagate the idea that given the opportunity, the

minority communities will join hands with the larger Tamil population in India and grab

power in the island thus marginalising the Sinhalese. To reinforce this conceptualisation they
add that Sri Lanka ithe only homeland of the Sinhalese whereas the Tamils are spread and
live across many continents. It is this deepted fear psychosis that is being aroused and

used by the bourgeois politicians and their Sinhala natiof@lcssin their game plan for

B fact, the ordinary people do not enjoy power or have access to power centres.



achieving political power. This is what led to the divisions within the Ceylonese population
who were earlier united against colonialism.

The Tamil militant movements including the LTTE have been fighting for autonontiyefor
ethnic majority Tamil areas ithe north and east of the island. The JVP in its policy
declaration laid out in 1972 laid out a policy framework to address the national question by
granting regional autonomy to accommodate the diversity of the population. Unfortunately,
they moved awajfrom this policy framework after the presidential election in 1982. In the
current environment of opportunism, the JVP seems to survive only on raising the slogan of
extreme Sinhala nationalism in competition with the other Sinhala nationalist forcéisisFor

to be successful the JVP has to depend on and coexist with the survival of the current
government.

The killing of political leaders will not bring in a solution to the national question. The war
strategy of the GoSL itself will be creating more fighttor Tamil nationalism. Anyone when
pushed against a wall will react in a suicidal fashion. This happened in 1971 with Sinhala
youth rising up againstaterepression. It is still happening with the Tamil youth who are
willing to stand up and die rath#ran to live in a subjugated so@conomic and political
environment. A better Sri Lanka is possible but not through suppression of human rights but
by providing equal opportunities to all irrespective of their social, cultural and linguistic
background.

Conclusion

In any conflict resolution exercise the main focus should be the pursuit of a political
settlement. However, the APRC or the GoSL do not seem to have any uogerapusness

of purpose. It has chosen to gambleaanilitary victory rather tan meaningful power

sharing as its formula for peace. The governmentOs only priority this year will be waging war
in which one will be forced to become a patriot or a traitor following the Baslrine. The

LTTE itself never gave up its campaign in theguit of its maximalist demand of separation
through violence. Both Sinhala and Tamil nationalisms in Sri Lanka and in the expatriate
community suffer from the weakness of the exclusion of the other by pursuingoan all

nothing strategy.

The current situ#on arose due to the CFA not having any mechanism to deal with escalating
hostilities and to enforce protection of fundamental and democratic rights by the parties to the
conflict. The LTTE outrightly rejected incorporation of human rights protection amesims

in the CFA. Since signing the CFA, the LTTE continued using terror tactics as a tool to
eliminate opposition instead of resorting to peaceful political negotiations with them. The
response to this situation lies in developing a genuine and medrpogfer sharing model
between the Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim nationalities. It will be a complex and long drawn out
processut the need for it is inconvertibla good start would be timplement and

strengthen the CFA by establishing an effective mechmlike well entrenched human right
protections to deal with such escalatioRse experience gained from the CFA would be to
strengthen it by establishing an effective mechanism to deal with such escalations. The war
need to end with a CFA strengthenedwitell-entrenched human rights protection
mechanisms. In order to find a fair, just, equitable and lasting solution, the parties to the
conflict need to stop the war, sit at the negotiating table, work out a human rights protection
framework thatll the partiescan abide byThis will be the only way the country and its

people can look forward to a better future.

First of all we need to accept the fact that a national question exists and it needs to be resolved
through a genuine power sharing arrangeniénte fail to address this vital question on our
own we will need assistance of a third party such as the Commonwigadt@ommonwealth



can play an open and constructive role in resolving the national questiaos as #ssociation
of 53 countries inclding Sri Lanka, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and India. The
Commonwealth has the largest foreign direct investment in the island and the largest number
of Sri Lankan expatriate communitidsthe GoSL wishes to rule out a separate state as a
solutionto the national question as proposed by the LTTE, the government has a political
obligation, responsibility and duty of care to the people of the island wecelected them

to power to presera viable and justolution to the national question. My viesvthat by
designing, developing and implementing a suitable sectmomic, political and legal
environment that provides fairness, justice, equity, respect and dignitythe &ti Lankan
people at individual and community level, genuine lamgn ceexistence can be made
possible betweeall the communities in the island

We need to generate a national dialogue on the national question at all levels of society in that
all social strata have been affected by the national question. Our duty as eguaiitidie to

use the challenges and opportunities posed by the current desperate situation to help develop
this dialogue at all levels of the society including the expatriate community. Such a dialogue
should leave enough room to engage with anybody @enyleody who would be willing to
constructively and credibly take part in the proc#ss.high time for those of us who are not

so close to or affected by the day to day incidents of the conflict to concentrate on a viable
political process. We need dievelop ideas on how to achieve aawiim solution To do this

we need inter community dialogue. This dialogue could generate sufficient momentum within
the community to make the cultural transformation to achieve a long lasting and credible
political soltion. A solution that does not discriminate in favour of any one community but
benefits all the communities that makes up the multicultural mosaic of the island.

It is high time for those who are not so close to or affected by the day to day incidiets of
conflict to concentrate omaable political processWe need to develop ideas on how to

achieve a wirwin solution.To do this we need inter community dialogue. This dialogille
generate sufficient momentum within the community to make the cultareformation to
achieve a long lasting and credible political solut@solution that does not discriminate in
favour of any one community but benefits all the communities that makes up the multicultural
mosaic of the island.



